
[image: image1.jpg]ce Church of

LLA





History of Grace Church of Ovilla

For several years, Waxahachie Bible Church wanted to establish a non-denominational Bible church in North Ellis County, specifically the Ovilla/Red Oak areas.  In a letter dated April 14, 1998, Pastor Bruce Zimmerman proposed to the elder board of Waxahachie Bible Church the challenge of starting a new church in North Ellis County “to advance the kingdom of Jesus Christ.”  The elders were unanimous with this proposal and committed $5,000 to begin this new work.

Dr. Fred C. Campbell, former pastor of Faith Bible Church, DeSoto, Texas for 23 years, was asked to consider the pastoral leadership position for the new church, which he accepted on June 7, 1998.  Three initial meetings were held to discuss the vision, goals, values, and name of the church.  Pastor Campbell was present for those meetings, along with Pastor Zimmerman, Larry Martin (chairman of the Elders, Waxahachie Bible Church), and Tim True (Deacon over Outreach Ministries, Waxahachie Bible Church).  The name, Grace Church of Ovilla, was approved. 

A schedule of five information meetings was announced to those in Ovilla and surrounding communities wishing to participate in Grace Church of Ovilla.  About 70 people attended the first meeting on June 14, 1998 at the Ovilla Lions Club Building.  Additional information meetings were held on June 28, August 2, 16, and 30.  Pastor Campbell appointed Ministry Team Leaders to oversee seven important ministry areas and an Advisory Team of ten members to provide directional input for Grace Church in its initial stages of ministry.

The initial worship service was held on September 13, 1998 at the Shields Elementary School of Red Oak with approximately 160 people in attendance.  An average of 135 people attended the first three services and over $26,000 had been given to Grace Church by the end of September.  Two children’s classes were started during the worship service on November 1, 1998 and a youth fellowship for Jr/Sr High students began on November 8.  Sunday School classes for children, youth, and adults were established in January 1999.

In February 1999, Grace Church of Ovilla became a certified corporation in the state of Texas and in July, filed for and received a 501(c) 3 tax-exempt status from the Internal Revenue Service.  Before that time, GCO was under the tax-exempt status of Waxahachie Bible Church.  A constitution and doctrinal statement was presented to the congregation and approved on March 23, 2000.

Since its inception in 1998, a land search committee had been looking for land to build a permanent facility.  At least 6-7 locations were considered.  One site located north of Ovilla Road on Westmoreland stood out above the others.  At the recommendation of Pastor Campbell and the Advisory Team, the congregation approved the purchase of 10 acres on June 27, 1999.  Closing took place on September 9, 1999, the land being paid in full with donations from the congregation.  A Building Design Team was selected to discuss a master plan and the design of Phase One.

In November 1999, Hatfield Crookless Architects, Inc. was hired to design the master plan and assist in designing the first phase of building.  Their findings were presented at a special meeting on March 5, 2000.  The congregation approved the master plan (site utilization), a Phase One schematic design, and agreed to spend $1.2 to $1.4 million on its construction. 

A Finance Team was appointed to look for ways to finance the building that were consistent with the Lord’s revealed will and the corporate culture of Grace Church.  The following plan was presented to the congregation:

1) All families were asked to prayerfully consider the amount God would have them give to the church on a regular basis.

2) A goal was established to raise $250,000 by December 31, 2000.  This goal was exceeded by over $14,000.  PTL!!  Construction began August 2002.

3) A goal of raising another $100,000 was established after construction began and it was reached.  PTL!

4) We held our first service in the new building June 2, 2002 and dedicated it on September 8, 2002.

5) A building team was established in June, 2006 to determine the 2nd phase of building according to the master plan.  The decision was made and approved by the Elders to build a Children’s/Youth Building in the near future.
Since its beginning, Grace Church of Ovilla has established a significant ministry in Northern Ellis County.  It offers a blended worship service each Sunday with nursery and childcare, Sunday school classes for all ages, a children’s church during worship, and AWANA.  Grace Church has a Jr/Sr High ministry, young singles’ ministry, ladies’ ministry, overseas ministry opportunities, corporate prayer ministry, Dinners 4 for 4, and a Word of Grace Tape, CD, and Web Download ministry.  Also it provides the Crown Financial Study and Men’s Fraternity studies.

TO GOD ALONE BE ALL THE GLORY.

